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1. The SPI Workflow is the communication part between the Process Group (SPI 
process data module) and the Engineering group (SPI specification module).  
This feature only applies to SPI instrument tags.

2. The function must be turned ON by the system administrator if the domain is 
an Engineering Company domain or by the system or domain administrator if 
the domain is an Owner Operator Domain.

3. There are 2 options for this feature (Full and Without Document Binder).

4. It will require the creation of 2 SPI groups, one for Process and the other for 
Engineering.  This means separate SPI access rights as well.
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SPI Domain Type = Engineering Company
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SPI Domain Type = Owner Operator
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SPI Access Rights Domain Level for Engineering Group
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SPI Access Rights Plant Level for Engineering Group
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SPI Access Rights Unit Level for Engineering Group
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SPI Access Rights Domain Level for Process Group
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SPI Access Rights Plant Level for Process Group
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SPI Access Rights Unit Level for Process Group
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Although the Workflow is turned ON, another access right must be set to eliminate
Process data from being modified in the instrument tag spec (Unit Level)
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When the Option is turned ON, SPI creates a new browser Group in the 
browser module.  The browser is called Workflow.
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In the workflow browser view, for each instrument tag, there will be 5 options to 
choose from:
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1. Process Data Not Required: (Available for Engineering Group to change)
• This is the default setting for any instrument.
• Instrument does not require any process data information.
• Instrument spec can be created and issued (revision).

2. Process Data Required: (Available for Engineering and Process Group to change) 
• If the instrument type profile is set for Process Data Workflow required, then the 

instrument by default will have this flag.  
• Instrument does require process data information.
• Instrument spec can be created and issued (revision).

3. Lock Out from Instrument: (Available for Process Group to change) 
• Instrument spec can not be issued (revision) while process data is not issued yet.

4. Release to Instrument: (Available for Process Group to change) 
• Process data is issued and the instrument is released to the spec to issue.

5. Lock Out from Process: (Available for Engineering Group to change) 
• Instrument is not available for process data modification after issued
• Instrument spec can be issued (revision) and revised as well.
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SPI Instrument Type Profile Workflow Option
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SPI Workflow flags available to change by Engineering Group

SPI Workflow flags available to change by Process Group
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Instrument is set to Process Data Not Required
1.Type in the tag number in process data tag window will result in the message 
below.
2.Using the search command, tag number will not appear.
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Instrument is set to Process Data Required
1.Type in tag in number process data tag window will open process data sheet.
2.Process user MUST Save the changes to set the flag to Lock Out from 
Instrument OR user can change the flag from the Workflow browser.



SPI V7 – SPI V2009 Work Flow

Instrument is set to Lock Out from Instrument
1.Instrument spec can be modified with the exception of process information.
2.Instrument spec can not be issued.



SPI V7 – SPI V2009 Work Flow

Instrument is set to Release to Instrument
1.Instrument spec can be modified with the exception of process information.
2.Instrument spec can be issued.
3.To protect the instrument from process data modifications by the Process 
group, the Engineering group must change the flag to Lock Out from Process
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Instrument is set to Lock Out from Process
1.Process data can not be modified by the Process Group.
2.Instrument spec can be modified with the exception of process information.
3.Instrument spec can be issued.
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SPI Workflow
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Workflow and Document Binder

1.If an instrument spec is assigned to a spec document binder, SPI enables the
“Release this item to Spec” check box when saving instrument spec.

2. If checked, it allows a formal revision issue to be applied to the document binder.

3. If unchecked, it does not allow a formal revision issue to be applied to the 
document binder until the check box is checked again or the flag is changed in 
the document binder
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Notes:

1.Workflow feature works with process data cases function.

2.Instrument tag calculation can be performed only if the Workflow flag is set to 
Process Data Required or Release to Instrument or Lock Out from Instrument.

3.If an instrument tag is set to Lock Out from Process, a process data report can 
not be generated from the process data module, it can be generated either 
from the domain explorer (tag – right click – reports – process data) or from the 
instrument index browser view (documents function).

4.Unfortunately, there is a BUG with the SPI regarding process data modification 
by the Engineering group (TR-PB52159). The Engineering group can not modify 
process data from instrument specs, process data module, calculation module, 
specification browser, and the general process data browser; however, the 
Engineering group can modify process data from the remaining process data 
browsers (Flow, Control Valve, etc).
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Discussions 
and 

Questions
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